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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

Happy New Year!!  I hope that everyone was able to experience a deep peace and profound joy this 

Christmas season.  So often it takes a certain silence and even an ‘aloneness’ to really appreciate the 

Incarnation; that the God of the universe took on human nature.  Not only that, He came as a helpless 

baby born in a stable. Christianity is the only world religion where God becomes fully human.  

 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, prior to the Incarnation, God seemed to be trying to build and 

nourish his relationship with us through the mediation of such leaders, patriarchs, kings and prophets 

as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, Samuel, Ester, Judith and many others 

(CCC 2570-2584).  On the surface, it might seem that God, after seeing how all of His attempts to 

build this relationship weren’t working, He decided to come Himself as one of us so as to reveal 

Himself to us in this most perfect way (Christ IS the fullness of revelation).  But this approach seems 

to suggest that God tried some things that didn’t work (the flood, the Law and Moses) and then He 

tried some other things and those didn’t work either (the prophets).  Finally He gets this great idea to 

become one of His creatures.   

 

But this “surface” approach might lead us to think that God uses the “trial and error” approach that 

we humans use. This, in turn leads us to think of God as being changeable.  And if He is changeable, 

then we can pray in a certain way or long enough or with the right words or sacrifices and are 

therefore able to change His mind.  And there are many events in the Bible that support this.  

Remember how Moses seemed to trick God into NOT destroying the Israelites when He was at his 

wits’ end over their unfaithfulness?  Remember how Moses told God that if he destroyed the 

Israelites then other people would say that God was not able to bring them to the land He promised 

them (Deuteronomy 9:28)?  But we know that God doesn’t make mistakes. He is perfect, He is 

unchanging.  So why does it seem that He had to go through so many attempts to “get it right” and 

only when He came in the flesh was that “perfect sacrifice” finally made complete?  

 

It wasn’t of course God who was in need of this repetitious “trial and error” building the covenant 

with His people….it was the people who needed these reiterations, or chances, or varied experiences 

across generations, centuries and even millennia. The only way we could mentally, emotionally, 

spiritually, intellectually, rationally handle the Incarnation was if we had this long history of our own 

(not God’s) failed attempts at responding to Him.  Finally, we can no longer fail, as a human race, in 

this response because we are one in Jesus and Jesus is human and made the perfect response to the 

covenant invitation in the most perfect way, and entirely on our behalf!!! We, the Church, being the 

Body of Christ, can look to Him as an extension of ourselves (or maybe we are an extension of Him) 

to seal that covenant; the one that we’d always fallen short of sealing ourselves; even with the 

intercessory support of the great ones like Moses, Abraham, David, Isaiah, etc.   

 

And since we, as a people, can no longer fail in our covenant response, thanks to Jesus, our prayers 

take on the power of Christ Himself.  Remember, He said, whatever you pray in my name will be 

granted (Jn. 14:14).  What else does it mean to pray in His Name but to pray in Himself since, as we 

learned from the Catechism (2666) …For the name “Jesus” contains all…His name is the only one 

that contains the presence it signifies.”  Hence, the Holy Name Jesus and Jesus Himself are one in the 



same.  So if we pray “in Him” our prayers will be answered.  However, the target of our prayers 

MUST be aligned to His Will.  Even Christ Himself wanted not to drink from the cup of suffering 

and asked His Father if it might pass; but, realizing it could not be without falling out of line with the 

Father’s will, He willed it also.   

 

I have spent a great deal of time thinking about this as I prayed for healing for my dad, for my mom, 

my friend Chris who I’d known since grade school.  In each case my prayer wasn’t answered (the 

way I wanted it to be) and I can only conclude that those prayers for healing and cures were simply 

not in line with the will of God.  So I wondered why I should even pray for others if God’s will is 

always accomplished anyway.  If He’s going to call someone home, why should I pray that they be 

cured of their illness? But I realized that when I pray for something that I want, like Christ in His 

agony, I ultimately have to bring my will in line with God’s and not expect that my prayers will do 

vice versa.  Let me repeat; I am often tempted to pray to somehow cause God’s will to match mine 

(please God, let so and so be cured of their stage 4 cancer).  But if God is all powerful, all perfect, 

and unchanging; I can’t bring His will in line with mine.  No, my prayer will, however, bring my will 

in line with His.  Jesus showed this in His famous prayer at his agony in the garden (Lk. 22:42), 

“…still, not my will but yours be done.”  It is in this relinquishing of our will that we find peace and 

we retain hope in light of the most difficult times.   

 

In all of our prayers and intentions, let us always imitate Jesus in asking what we want of Him, but 

always following with His own words, “Thy will be done.”  Never, never, never be discouraged if 

those prayers SEEM not to be answered in the way you are expecting.  Even greater things are 

awaiting those who pray unceasingly.   

 

May your New Year be filled with remarkable insights into the Incarnation!! 

 

Blessings, 

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 
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Prayer Intentions 
Parish: 
 

For the Sister Parish Committee’s discernment and decision in June of which parish to choose for our Sister 

Parish 

In thanksgiving for our Christmas liturgies; the Christmas decorations and music were remarkable!! 

For our confirmandi and those in our RCIA program; may they receive the graces needed to continue on their 

faith journey 

For the individuals who are on our parish prayer lines 

For the sick in our parish and all those who are unable to attend our Masses due to poor health 

That the New Year may be fruitful, prosperous, and revitalizing for all those in our parish and especially for those 

most in need of special graces 

For all students and teachers as they begin the spring semester 

In thanksgiving for Fr. Tom, our deacons, and ministers and for all the work they do to help bring us closer to God 

In thanksgiving for all of our family and extended family members who are in the process of finding their way back 

to the Faith 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

 

For an increase of peace throughout our troubled world, especially those places that experience the greatest violence 

and the greatest infringement of human rights and freedoms; especially those against Christians 

For an increase of vocations to the priesthood and religious life and in thanksgiving for the dedication and devotion 

of our current diocesan seminarians 

That the strikes and unrest in Colombia will be resolved and our Sister Parish families will be protected from all harm 

and will experience a hopeful New Year  

In thanksgiving for the legislative strides that have been made in the last two years that help to protect the right to life 

of the unborn 

For our president and legislators, for our border patrols and immigrants, for our police officers and first responders, 

for all well-intentioned people on both sides of every issue that affects freedom, opportunity, prosperity, safety, 

and civility; may we turn to God and beg for His graces to work together to resolve these issues with love and 

respect 

For our government judges, may their decisions promote a culture of life and freedom from oppression and injustice 

For all those who are experiencing the effects winter storms and severe cold; especially the homeless who are too 

often out in the cold overnight. 

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

Evangelization – In the Service of the Transmission of Faith 
That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue with 

culture, a language suited to the conditions of the present time. 

Young People and the Example of Mary 
That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example of Mary and respond to the call of the 

Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world. 

 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the Ministers of Prayer 

and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 


